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I would like to express my heartfelt sympathies for
all people affected by the Great Eastern Japan
Earthquake and Tsunami disaster that struck on March
11, 2011. A year has already passed since the tragedy,
but the pace of recovery has not been as rapid as might
have been wished. [ pray that life will return to normal
as soon as possible.

In 2011, the RIKEN BioResource Center celebrated
its 10th year of existence. In the same year, we
completed construction of BioResource Building for
Cell Research, our second bioresource facility, which
had been a long-standing desire for us. On July 1Ist, we
held a ceremony to mark the occasion, welcoming
numerous distinguished guests including Mr. Takao
Kuramochi, Director-General of the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology’ s
Research Promotion Bureau, and Dr. Ken-ichi Ichihara,
the Mayor of Tsukuba. We also introduced our guests
to the new facility. In the afternoon, we held an open
symposium organized focusing on the theme of
“Linking the Past 10 Years with the Next 10 Years,”
with “The Life Sciences — Health / Food / Environment
advanced by Bioresources” as a subtheme. Following
the opening address by Dr. Ryoji Noyori, the President
of RIKEN, speeches were given by Professor
Toshihiko Shiroishi of the National Institute of
Genetics, Professor Hiroo Fukuda of the University of
Tokyo, Professor Shinya Yamanaka of Kyoto
University, and Professor Sumio Sugano of the
University of Tokyo, all scientists at the forefront of
research and resource development. From the
BioResource Center, Dr. Moriya Ohkuma, Head of the
Microbe Division / Japan Collection of
Microorganisms and I made presentations. With
approximately 500 participants, the symposium was an
extremely lively one. In the 10 years since the
establishment of the RIKEN BioResource Center, we
have carried out our activities under the principles of
“Trust,” “Sustainability,” and “Leadership.” We have
received the support of the domestic and international
research community, and I believe that we have gained
a certain amount of recognition and renown. However,
it is more difficult to continue than to begin.
Maintaining our position as an institution that is
essential to the research community and gaining the
understanding and support of the people of Japan, who
support us through their taxes, are vital prerequisites
for the Center to be able to sustain in its activities for
the next 10 years, or indeed the next 50 years. To that
end, I see it as essential that we focus even more effort
on accurately grasping research trends and responding
to social and scientific needs.

Greeting

In fiscal 2012, RIKEN will complete its Second
Mid-term Plan as an independent administrative
institution. We are making a variety of preparations
towards our Third Mid-term Plan commencing in fiscal
2013. From the end of 2010 through 2011, the
BioResource Center consulted with six Resource
Committees and two Review Committees made up of
Japanese experts from the sectors of industry, academia
and government, as well as the BioResource Center
Advisory Council (BRAC), made up of international
experts in a variety of fields, regarding the overall
operation of the Center and our resource acquisition
plans and research and development guidelines. The
BRAC was originally scheduled to be convened in
May 2011, but the effects of the Great Eastern Japan
Earthquake and Tsunami forced it to be postponed until
the end of August. All of the committees engaged in
earnest discussions, and offered valuable advice and
suggestions. We would like to offer our sincere
gratitude to everyone who participated in the
committees. Based on their advice and suggestions, we
are formulating the final drafts of our overall plan,
resources plans, and research and development
guidelines for our Third Mid-term Plan. Furthermore,
the Fourth Science and Technology Basic Plan,
legislated in August 2011, incorporates innovation in
addition to the promotion of science and technology,
and also makes the transition from an emphasis on
progress in individual fields to an emphasis on the
solution of urgent issues. Therefore, I also believe that
it is essential for us to reflect these policy targets in the
Center’ s activities. We need to accelerate the
accumulation of bioresources and related technologies
that will promote researches in a wide range of fields,
encompassing not only academic research but also
applied research. By these activities, we will be able to
make the Center’ s next Mid-term Plan both more
attractive and more robust.

A reform of the independent administrative institution
system is planed for 2014, and RIKEN is supposed to be
integrated with four other institutions under the
jurisdiction of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science, and Technology. At present, we have no idea
what effect this reform will have on the activities of the
BioResource Center. Precisely because of this uncertainty,
it will be essential for us to steadily advance our activities,
and to gain the understanding and support of the research
community and also of the citizens of Japan.

On the occasion of presenting our Annual Report for
fiscal 2011, allow me to once again express my sincere
hope that the RIKEN BioResource Center can continue to
rely on your ongoing guidance and support.
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