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I would like to express my heartfelt sympathies to all
the people including researchers affected by the 2011
Great Eastern Japan Earthquake and Tsunami disaster.
We, the RIKEN BioResource Center (BRC), are
willing to make our best effort and keep on working
together toward the recovery of research activities for
our users.

In 2012, most cheerful news filled all Japanese with
pride. Prof. Shinya Yamanaka, the director of the
Center for iPS Cell Research and Application at Kyoto
University, won the 2012 Nobel Prize in Physiology or
Medicine. Looking back the year 2006, he discovered
and reported that by transducing just four genes into
mouse fibroblasts, he produced iPS (induced Pluripo-
tent Stem) cells that are analogous to embryonic stem
(ES) cells. In 2007, he succeeded to produce human
iPS cells. It had been long believed that cells differenti-
ate through a series of irreversible processes. His
discovery that even mature cells can be reprogrammed
to become pluripotent like ES cells with just four genes
was an astonishing breakthrough that totally revolu-
tionized our thoughts in life sciences. It is not only a
simple finding on basic science but also implies many
applications. The iPS cells can be an essential key to
promote regenerative medicine. Furthermore, they also
hold tremendous promises for future medicine and
pharmacology as the most useful human model for
elucidating mechanisms for causes and progression of
diseases and for discovery of new drugs and therapies.
Prof. Yamanaka kindly deposited his mice together
with human and mice iPS cells to our Center in 2007
and we have been providing a variety of his resources
to domestic and overseas researchers. Moreover, a
national project to establish disease-specific iPS cells
has started and BRC is supposed to function as their
bank. Thus, our activities owe so much to Prof.
Yamanaka that we invited him as a guest speaker to the
symposium commemorating our 10th anniversary in
the summer of 2011. Such are the relationships with
Prof. Yamanaka that we were enthusiastic with the
news of his Nobel Prize award.

The most remarkable event of our own in 2012 is the
relocation of the Microbe Division from RIKEN Wako
campus to Tsukuba campus. The Microbe Division has
engaged in collection, identification and preservation
of microbial strains as the Japan Collection of Micro-
organisms (JCM) since 1981. As the Division was
integrated to BRC in 2004 but remained located in
Wako campus, it was a long-cherished wish to move it
to our campus. As we completed construction of
BioResource Building for Cell Research in 2011, the
Cell Engineering and Gene Engineering Divisions
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moved into the new building. The vacant rooms were
thoroughly redesigned with the support of RIKEN
Board of Executive Directors, and finally, the Microbe
Division moved into the building newly-renovated as
the Informatics and JCM Building in September, 2012.
It was a long-distance relocation of more than 70km
from the work place familiar to the staff for three
decades, which caused some difficult problems such as
ensuring human resources. Nevertheless, this reloca-
tion has enabled all the Divisions and the Teams of our
Center to conduct their activities in the same premises,
and I look forward that it will greatly promote coopera-
tion among the laboratories.

In the Great Eastern Japan Earthquake, fortunately
we did not have any staff member seriously injured or
our resources severely damaged or lost. However, it
revealed our serious weaknesses as a core institute to
preserve bioresources, invaluable asset for our nation
that can never be restored once lost. Thanks to the
government for understanding and financial support of
necessity to eliminate this vulnerability, we installed
in-house water supply system, liquid nitrogen suppli-
ers, and large fuel tanks for emergency power supply
that make us equipped against one-week outage. With
these reinforcements, our Center has been improved to
be a more robust center as the major repository of
bioresources in Japan.

More than ten years have passed since BRC was
established, and time dims our feeling of gratitude to
the great efforts made by our forefathers who
dedicated themselves to the foundation of BRC. In
order to keep it from fading, we renamed the confer-
ence hall in the BRC Main Building as “Moriwaki
Hall” on July 1, after the honorable name of Dr. Kazuo
Moriwaki, the founding director of BRC. We also held
a memorable seminar to celebrate this event on
November 2.

RIKEN, as an independent administrative institution,
has embarked the Third Five-year Plan from April 1,
2013 till the end of March 2018. In this framework,
BRC will stay engaged in collection, preservation,
quality control, and distribution of bioresources indis-
pensable for research and development, along with
performing relevant studies. In the Third term, we are
planning to facilitate access to resources required for
research and development that address issues of public
concerns such as health, environment, energy, and
food, in addition to those for academic basic research,
to meet both social and scientific needs.

On the occasion of this Annual Report 2012, we hope
that we may rely on your continuing support and
encouragement into the future.
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