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From 2009 to 2010, the RIKEN BioResource Center (BRC) reconfirmed its mission and goals, and this proved to
be a year that presented us with the opportunity to strengthen its foundation, one that will enable us to sustain our
activities to contribute to the development of science for another 10, another 20 years.

The BRC has been subject to numerous evaluations and has received advice and suggestions from: 1) the RIKEN
Advisory Council consisting of Japanese and international experts, which gives advice and suggestions concerning
the independent administrative institution RIKEN and the BRC; 2) the Independent Administrative Institution
Evaluation Committee of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT), which
evaluates the performance of RIKEN as a whole and of the RIKEN BRC; 3) the Council for Science and Technology
Policy of the Cabinet Office, which establishes the priority for the budget allocation for the next fiscal year; 4) the
Government Revitalization Unit, which closely examines the necessity for and the efficiency of the BRC's activities
as a whole; 5) the Evaluation Committee of the MEXT National Bioresources Project, for which five of the BRC's
Divisions have been selected as core facilities; and 6) the six BRC Resource Committees, which provide advice and
suggestions to the corresponding Divisions of the BRC. All of these committees unanimously acknowledge the
significance of and the necessity for the BRC's activities, and it is clear that we are the beneficiaries of strong
support from a wide variety of scientific communities. However, it has also become clear that the activities and
performance of the BRC have a significant number of weaknesses. In particular, we have fully realized how vitally
essential it is for our continued existence to improve our ability to communicate information and our publicity
relations, enabling us to promote broadu appreciation of our center. It is absolutely necessary to gain the under-
standing and support not only of the scientific community, but also of the general public. Based firmly on this
self-awareness, we intend to proceed with our work as a unified entity, to enable us to meet to the expectations of
the scientific community and the Japanese public and live up to the trust placed in us.

The international competition on bioresources has been increasing. In the Asian region in particular, attention is
being directed towards economic values of bioresources. With the 10th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to
the Convention on Biological Diversity (COP10) upcoming in Nagoya, access to bioresources and the allocation of
profits are the major subjects of discussion, and questions are increasingly being raised concerning the future use of
bioresources and the best way of improving infrastructure for bioresource. The RIKEN BRC must delineate
methods of approach to reach consensus of benefit sharing among stakeholders when extending scientific activities
into the arena of commercial business, while ensuring that bioresources should be used freely for the purposes of
academic research and that the outcomes of that research can be freely disclosed. I believe that in doing so, we can
create an environment that increases accessibility to bioresources and also provide a stimulus to both science and
industry. However, such activities involve global interests, and patient negotiations will be needed.

The establishment of infrastructure for bioresource in the Asian region as a whole lags significantly behind that
in Europe and the North America. However, with the recent rapid development of life sciences in China, Korea,
India, Singapore, and other Asian nations, the necessity for bioresource infrastructure has been strongly recognized,
and the nations of the region have commenced investment in this area. Under these circumstances, the Asian
Network of Research Resource Centers (ANRRC) was established in September 2009. By cooperation among Asian
nations and institutions on the enrichment of bioresources, quality management, intellectual property rights, the
best way to promote mutual use of bioresources, the securing and fostering of human resources, the ANRRC seeks
to stimulate the promotion of sciences in Asia for the benefit the people in the region. The RIKEN BRC was
centrally involved in the establishment of this network. In 2009-2010, we also played a decisive role in guiding the
future of Asia and of the world.

2011 will mark 10 years since the foundation of the BRC. This report has been compiled to celebrate our
activities of 2009-2010 as milestones of our 10th year of existence. The BRC will continue to pursue its activities into
the future, seeking to contribute to the advancement of science and the realization of sustainable human develop-
ment throughout the world.




