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In January 2011, the RIKEN BioResource Center
(BRC) marked its tenth anniversary. Operating
under the three principles of “Trust,”
“Sustainability,” and “Leadership,” the RIKEN BRC
has come to be recognized as one of the world’s
three most prominent centers for the repository of
experimental mice, the model experimental plant
Arabidopsis, cell lines of human and animal origin,
genetic materials, and microorganisms. We would
like to express our sincere gratitude to the research
community and, more broadly, to all the people of
Japan for their understanding and their support. We
hope to continue to contribute to the development of
the life sciences and the achievement of innovation
for the next ten years. However, as is said, it is more
difficult to continue than to begin. Based on our
experience, we will do our best to understand
research trends accurately, and by responding to
needs more rapidly and flexibly, to become an
institution that is both essential and strongly
supported.

At present, the competition for possession of
bioresources is becoming increasingly severe around
the globe. In 2010, one of the major topics was the
effects on the Japanese economy by restrictions
imposed on the export of rare metals and rare earths
by China. The tenth meeting of the Conference of
the Parties (COP10) was also held in 2010, and the
Nagoya Protocol was adopted. Japan is poor in
natural resources, but at the same time makes use of
a variety of resources, and it is essential for the
nation to deal with resource-rich nations on the basis
of clear guidelines regarding access to genetic

resources and the allocation of benefits. At the same

time, it has become increasingly apparent that the
use of the nation’s advanced research and
development and technological capacities to develop
and secure new resources will represent a lifeline for
Japan.

During the exact period that COP10 was being
held, the RIKEN BRC held the second meeting of
the Asian Network of Research Resource Centers
(ANRRC). Centering on the Asian region, the event
was attended by 124 people from 13 nations. The
meeting decided on the Charter outlining the
fundamental concepts of the network. Consensus
was firm regarding the most important item —
ensuring the freedom of the academic use of
bioresources and the publication of research results,
while also respecting the Convention on Biological
Diversity. This is of very great significance for
Japan, and for researchers throughout the world who
make use of bioresources.

“Innovation” joins “Science” and “Technology”
as one of the keywords of the Fourth Science and
Technology Basic Plan, which is scheduled to be in
effect shortly. With bioresources as the
infrastructure not only for scientific research but
also for innovation, the RIKEN BRC will strive in
its activities with renewed vigor, hoping for the
development of life sciences research and the
creation of new value worldwide.

The RIKEN BRC exists because of the support as
well as the requests from our users. We hope that we

may rely on your continuing support into the future.

EHRI—A\ Ry

4

RIKEN BRC Annual Report 2010~2011

RIKEN BRC Annual Report 2010~2011

5





