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RIKEN, an independent administrative institution, received an
evaluation based on the Law concerning the General Rules of
Independent Administrative Institutions. The following items
were noted as important considerations in relation to RIKEN’ s
bioresource-related activities (extract).

Evaluation: A

@ |n the areas of collection, preservation and supply of
bioresources, the RIKEN BioResource Center can be judged
as steadily realizing the targets established in measures being
advanced by the government. The Center can be rated
particularly highly from the perspective of crisis management
in emergencies, as substantiated by its response to the Great
East Japan Earthquake, in which no dispersion of genetically
modified organisms resulted, and the fact that a backup
system is in place at the RIKEN Harima Institute, among
other examples.

@From the perspective of quality, the BioResource Center has
obtained and maintained 1SO 9001:2008 certification, and
can be evaluated as having contributed significantly to the
realization of increased quality and efficiency in research in
Japan as a whole through its provision of superior resources.

@ 1n order to foster and secure human resources, the Center has
implemented a thorough on-the-job training program, and in
its focus on self-examination, -evaluation and -advancement
and reemployment, implements a unique system of
evaluation that attaches the greatest importance to the degree
of contribution to the center’ s activities. In this, the center
can be evaluated as steadily implementing its plans.

@ Looking at the areas of technological training and efforts to
encourage the diffusion of technologies, in fiscal 2010 the
BioResource Center held 17 training courses, with a total of
60 participants. The Center also held the 1st RIKEN BRC
Summer School, with 10 participants, in order to transmit the
latest knowledge in the field of bioresources to university and
graduate school students who will be the driving force of the
next generation of science. In these efforts as well, the Center

can be evaluated as steadily implementing its plans.

@ sSeeking to gain an international advantage and to promote

international cooperation, the BioResources Center led the
second meeting of the Asian Network of Research Resource
Centers (ANRRC). The creation of a system of cooperation in
Asia in the areas of resource information, technologies,
education, etc., and the drafting of a charter which
emphasizes freedom in the academic use of resources and the
publication of results, represent outcomes that were not
projected in the initial plan for the ANRRC, and in this the
BRC can be evaluated as having further increased the
reliability of cooperative relationships with related institutes
in the Asian region, and as having made clear Japan’ s role as
a leader in the region.

@In order to increase the efficiency, sophistication, simplicity,

and safety of maintaining and preserving bioresources, the
BRC has developed a technology that offers a tenfold
increase in the efficiency of production of somatic cell cloned
mice. This has significantly increased the efficiency of the
Center’ s main activity, the preservation of mouse lineages,
and is expected to find application in a wide variety of fields
including livestock, and to be employed throughout the
world. Patent application procedures have been concluded.
The technology is also expected to have significant spin-off
effects, and represents an outcome that could not be predicted
in the Center’ s initial plan. This achievement can be rated
highly in terms of promoting the practical use of somatic cell
cloning technologies.

@Responding to research needs, the Center has established the

RIKEN integrated database of mammals (http://scinets.org/
db/mammal) in collaboration with the Bioinformatics and
Systems Engineering Division. This has made it possible for
the first time to integrate RIKEN data on mice and other
organisms with data in standard databases such as the
National Center for Biotechnology Information databases.
Here again, the center can be evaluated as steadily
implementing its plans.
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