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On April 1, 2013, RIKEN began its third term operation as an
Independent Administrative Institution. The president Noyori
announced “RIKEN’s Mission” consisting four objectives as the
managing policy of this term (Figure 1). The mission of BioRe-
source Center (BRC) is clearly stipulated as the second objective.
In the current fourth Science and Technology Basic Plan of
Japanese Government which was published in August 2011, a basic
policy is total development of Science and Technology together
with Innovation. To achieve these aims of RIKEN and Japanese
Government, RIKEN BRC has committed to play important role as
an essential infrastructure of research and development and has set
its goal of this term to collect, preserve and distribute bioresources
necessary for not only academic research but also output-oriented
research as well as for researches to solve global problems such as
human health, food production, environment conservation and
energy production. By accomplishing these goals, RIKEN BRC
will contribute to promotion of science, technology and innovation.
Advancement of science and technology has been remarkable and
has made innovation possible. In the process of science, technol-
ogy and innovation, novel bioresources have been constantly
developed and there are also needs for new bioresources. RIKEN
BRC has always included industrial use in the scope of its
operation. RIKEN BRC shall keep grasping seeds and needs of
bioresources and responding to requests from not only academic
sector but also various sectors of research and development.

Dr. Kazuo Moriwaki, the founding director of RIKEN BRC died
of colon cancer on November 23, 2013. He was 83 years old. Dr.
Moriwaki served in National Institute of Genetics (NIG: Mishima,
Japan) for 35 years. His life work was genetics of Asian wild mice
and was a world renowned mammalian geneticist. At the same
time, he provided various mouse inbred strains to fellow scientists
for promotion of Cancer research, Immunology, Developmental
Biology and other field of life science. He also established the
Genetic Resource Committee in NIG to advance further the Strain
Preservation Project of the Ministry of Education. With his
achievement and credential, it was an obvious choice as the first
director of RIKEN BRC. Dr. Moriwaki built the foundation of the
Center and even after his retirement from the directorship contin-
ued to give advice and suggestion for operation of the Center as
Special Consultant to RIKEN and then Special Adviser to the
Center. All his contribution to the Center cannot be described in
this limited space. However it should be mentioned that Dr.
Moriwaki always stressed that the role of RIKEN BRC in science
is completely different from that of ordinary research institutions
and therefore activity of the Center should be evaluated from
distinct standpoint and the Center must work hard to gain recogni-
tion and appreciation from scientific community. To remember his
thoughts and endeavors for the Center, a large conference room in
the BioResource Building was named “Moriwaki Kazuo Hall” in
2012. It was fortunate to be able to hold the ceremony while he was
well. To succeed the will and spirit of Dr. Moriwaki, RIKEN BRC
and its staff are ready to make every effort. The endeavors of each
Divisions and Teams are described in the latter part of this annual
report.

Bioresources are the foundation for science, technology and
innovation and possibly for financial benefit. Therefore, every
country is keen to secure and use its bioresources. To resolve
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conflict among developing countries and advanced countries
regarding bioresources, Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
was taken effect in 1993 for conservation of biodiversity, sustain-
able use of genetic resources and benefit sharing. Japan also signed
CBD. Furthermore, ‘“Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic
Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefit from
Their Utilization to Convention on Biological Diversity (Nagoya
Protocol)” was adapted in 2010. Aiming ‘“Nagoya Protocol” to be
taken effect in 2015, each country is debating its own domestic
measures. However, it should be emphasized that if no freedom is
given to academic use of genetic resources, there would be no
financial benefit, conservation of biodiversity or sustainable use of
genetic resources. To gain understanding and support of the
concept of freedom in academic use of genetic resources from
citizens of each country, international collaboration of all academic
institutions is necessary. In this situation, the role of biological
resource centers is increasing and collaboration among resource
centers becomes important. Anticipating this situation to occur,
RIKEN BRC, together with Korean Network of Research Resource
Centers and Institute of Microorganisms of Chinese Academy of
Science established Asian Network of Research Resource Centers
(ANRRC) to which 96 institutes from 14 Asia and Oceania
countries or regions have joined. RIKEN BRC hosted the Sth
ANRRC annual meeting during October 30 to November 1, 2013.
Regarding Nagoya Protocol, The ANRRC Board issued the follow-
ing statement: The ANNRC requests all stakeholders to give
special consideration for the use of genetic resources in academic
non-profit research to be excluded or at least relaxed from the

provisions of the Nagoya Protocol, while complying with the CBD.

The activities of RIKEN BRC are only possible because there is
support from various classes of stakeholders. There are scientists
who develop and deposit their own bioresources to RIKEN BRC
and also scientists who use bioresources from the Center. There are
Japanese citizens who pay tax to maintain the operation of RIKEN
BRC. In addition, there are students of graduate school, college,
high school and junior high school who are interested in Life
Science and will play the major role in Japan and world in the
future. RIKEN BRC promises to keep its various activities very
productive, so that the Center can ask all stakeholders for continu-
ous support.

|. Carry out research of the highest quality and open up
new fields of research through further integration.

2. Construct top-quality research infrastructures for the
rescarch community and provide opporiunities for
their use.

[

Take the lead in constructing new systems for research
in science and technology and the training of young
personnel.

4. Return the results of research o society, and make
contributions 1o improving people's lives, culture and
education,

Figure 1
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